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.+ - of action might involve the identification for

. . 1959 GORONA program of a putlic anncuncement concer

NRO review(s) completed.
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1, "whe refereanced mernurpadum Propesa- Coab s s e it COLUNA %
o scheduled in celendar year 1960 oo a = LLauaiion of .o flizata currarily

~rther, if this

Siomentary activity ig approved and cidertalc::, an cfiort ¢ould be made, a8
ity the cories for 1959, to conceal its true DUrp: 2,1 an af L smeative decision

the 1960 flights would precomably be ioscribed as 2
4 DISCOVERY serics, Ti.: alternative courge
thwith within the N .iitary establishment
tirely sepas ate from the

ig made on this matter,
contineation of the publicly annoaice

of the 1960 activity as a reconnzissance project ea
DISCOVERY scries, to be handled in all respecte aé a normal Military project,
od involve in due time a public auncuncement of the true miszion, This i
primearily a foreign policy decision but it requires an estimate {2) of the feasibility.
of maintaining security for a2 second year, and (b} of the impact on the original :

ning a 1960 series, The o F

R4

following comments 8re addressed to these topics. R

w2 The DISCOVERY sgeries of satellite flightd has been publick !;,ég“g;gribed
ty éctives %

including development flight tos ting of hardware, rdé?el@ﬁiéﬁt_ and testing of ¢

‘procedures for the recovery of & satellite payload after flight,” the study of -
FHvirohmi "'t.j};'_‘«l;Coﬁditioqs;‘gele?;a,qt;tg‘ﬁt__;u!:q;‘a_g_f;}éghtﬁing;uc}ing mealure;@@ﬁi of
certain types of radiation encountered 'sinf‘r‘*é‘t“s;ﬁéé_ty-“ft@w‘t“a\ﬁtﬂdaeﬁ;gp‘.’gggpﬁ. B 3
“gatellita infra-zed sensor as the prototype of an early warning device, and the

" exbrbite of tracking stations and other ¢lements of a new grouad environment,

' "i. The official cover story atates or jinplics that achievement of these epecific”

objectives will contributs to

Sa s todearéhadd develdpment activity with @ variety,of epecific obj C
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the broad purposes of bringing a aumber of Military

subgygtems cloger to operational statud, of the achievernent of man-~in-gpace

fli~ht, and more generally con:ributing importantly to the ab:tity of the Military

ectaklisliment to design ard oncrate missgile and satellite sysziemeE, Ttis
constantty szing auppleraented

~at toe opc itions underizixa

oTlainl cover 8ioTy was carcivily designed and -&
First, ¢

;cg shoutl naot tacmue /e8 be Military

amis

La an effort 1o satisfy two reqouiresneat!
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aets, sond second, that they should novertheless be az vhiez anpro it o
e Military establishment and of izapormnce sulficien: (o jantily ar socration
hould bao x‘::;‘.u.:»l that APE - . anrsans e Sr0,rams

tellites for early warning and <o oun.caliorn . and

$of & raonned recoveratle = oo ve a1 ie v4 con-
cstablishiveat iw aclively pur v.ong ¢l tn>  n7-range
COVERY cexies allezedly sc
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3, The above-outlined officicl cover story hie o .zn wrier > rred and
e, liwas o okly

amplified in one important respect ir the technical prese,

recognized when the DISCOVIRY series was announce 1 that it woud. incfude
3 cermm operations originally contemplated as part of the SEMIRY | roject. "
q .
i Accordingly, it was widely speculated that the DISCOVERY series s atleast -«

in part the research and developracent phase of SENTRY, that is, that a major
urposc of the DISCOVERY serics is cevelopraent flight testing o: tusic hard~
ware (ve’mcleu, guidance, recovery sysiem, and ground environment) which
would ultirmately be used for SENTRY. It would, perlk:ips, bave becn preferable -
. if this inference could have been avoided but it was in tact foreseen before the
L ptblig:_a.nvmuncement of DISCOVERY that technical sPeLuIa.tion ‘would’ tz_ike thig™®
1 direction.’ Fortunately. there has be en little speculation to da.te to thete@fge'ct _
that the BISCOVERY series zncludes any oper: tmnal flights of'a reconnaiaéiﬁ).i e
,\veaicle. " Gwen this development. it would b altogethcr mfeasxble to den
: that tnere is an element of tz;uth in this specula.tmn, and, ts attempi toy {

-

DbCOVL R.Y ae"nes as sta.ted in the cfficial cover “story While freely admittin
: , and develop ment Brngram will benéfit not only " the % 43,
acmevcmsnt of space ﬂight and the dcvelopment of early warning a and____gmmnniczp.\‘
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ed Mlhtary urogram %
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this and the following paragraph on the f-s : :mxht‘} ol r -&mtaxmng
£ The first

2ly effective cover for an extended CORONA s-rie
nis offered here with sorme trep:d oon 1o thai t oo principal

n e & {

2 ram s not that ]
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T limmized disclosure by properly witting indived oos and that s threat,
Ca e s luek, cén he coatained, Mazjor efforis have uoom rade ttoLimit tace o i
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5. The obverse of this lzrmted optimnisrn concerning disclosure is that A
major dinger to effective concealment of the true purpose of CORONA is"
tw.t constituted by speculation ir the technical press. It will be readily
recognized that once great curlosity is avoused c sncerning a program of this
ci*e.ra.c:-?z' the efforts of skillfel and well informed representatives of the prr-ss
to ferret out rmore information from witting individuals ‘in the Govern.gcat or,
.- in_tho companies concerned are. oxceedingly difficultfo*résist “Accs dingly;”
‘the only real defense against such speculation and its ‘conkequenced i5 the i
- constraction-and the constant amplification in'detail aAY roltéFatiog or's plausi
cover storys If the osténsible"purposei of the mis éﬂtéi‘iliahﬁ”t”aref in:suffi&ient |
detail to answer the queries(sf the press,’and if they are truly plausibl the T2
dznager is vastly reduced, | It-is believed that in the cage of COROI’{%‘T ha%em :
Possible to date and will continue to bé‘poisible’ty’ develap mé sus "tﬁin_ﬁcmg{e
stories of this. character {provided that adminigtrative’ obaticies’da’ not"!ﬁvierl’ere)
It'is z2lco bchcvcd -however, that to do so will re

quire'if anything fricreased’
veiiance on the explanation that the’ DISCOVERY series is‘indeed’ contrxbuting'

311 an important’ vay o the development of SENTRY . The reasvn that the above-
‘ mur:ticmcd speculation to this effect is an importan: part of the CORONA - cover e
3iory is that the detectable comnec tion of certain individuals and companies with o

DISCOVIRY can moat easily be explained by admiing the exis*cnce of 2 con-
sction between the two nrocrams :
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. Ia summary, the nreccdmg paragrapihs are intended tc express

o aviil unsuthoriced damayging
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conc-wnmg Lo true purpesc of (
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D;ZST,A and that it w.ll be
de plausible cx}; 2tions of an excencod L300 VY series
it as a cont 7 dm; mmental ccetvity, Care has baen
int net ¢ annsunce m schoduiz for tre O UWVERY
odinitely schoduled numoer of Ziignts,  ence, thercis no need
sunce & ghange of ot cotich alwony s invitas .‘f;.;-;::‘.tlon, nor, wadecd, o
Ao a2t this Himoe any anncuaccement aboul the duraticon of the DISCOVERY
: Seclon. Moean alfizmative declsion fo melle on the proposal in the relerenced
T mienoroncam for a 1960 series, it would probably be best either to s2y nothing
time aboul the duration of the activity or to say frankly that the number
“of a..«::&v-.i&l.a.a-‘.&.. ilights has not yet been finally determined. This cautious 77,07 -

‘ optimicsm, it aust be emphasized, is contingent upon continued more strenuouss
~  ciforis by all ccvxrer*md botha to avoid unauthorized disclosure and to support i
tha cover storics, In porticular the maintenance of cover for CORONA {even . .
thrsugh 1959) will require the stern exercise of authority at all appropriate '
points to discowrage the kind of technical discussicn ir adviscery committees s
and in Military and civilian components that quickly reveals the fact of & highlyr
classilied project,. t.he purpuse and chax'act« ar of whxch ca.n then be readjly'k
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‘7. Fmallw,r, it must be regeated (frc;m the last p«ragraph of the derglced‘

memom ﬁﬁm) that the debree to. wlnc;h the ffover pf CORONA mn be -eroded;:

~ us, 2

it  dsi

Sha i A ,curdingly. if 1t §8% ecided tg.
',mspf ﬂz*rhta with the CORONA velucle& in'1960 and if concealment'ui th&
“true purpose sf this activity’ ‘is belisved dosirable, the best course of acﬁﬁn,
zmg‘..t wigll _bt.. to crmbark on. thzs program wila every intention’of condncting it.
ride; ‘ecuritv “with Which’ CORONA has ‘been vurrounded but to ‘review th
e"bl"it} status of the’ prugram in six monthss. " If {ts cover has then begun tong
L wyear thinl, it would probably be better ina carefully contrived manner to” snrface,
T its true ""rrnoac. Alternatively, if cover is holding up well, the original intent
' can be adhered to. No attempt has been made herc to comment on the importance
b can :.-Amc::t £ {no reconnaissance mission., If this is of low Lmportance,

wall to decide at thie poirt to suriace the purpose of the 1960 program

L & monncr which wiil best preserve cne security ot CORONA in

athesr extrerme, the importance of coucesling th« misgsicn is so0
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nrarram could be carried out only if suca concealrn.:nt 1 clicclvely
caid in il Lonesty thav thore is a subswatal risk
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